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INTRODUCTION

Since 2008, the State of Cameroon has ini�ated the process of revising its 
1994 forestry law, by decision No. 0941/D/MINFOF/SG/DF/SDAFF of 
September 2, 2008, crea�ng a mul�-stakeholder working group 
responsible for monitoring the work of revising legisla�ve texts and their 
implemen�ng decrees. A�er 16 years of wai�ng, on July 24, 2024, the 
State of Cameroon adopted a new law, Law No. 2024/008 of July 24, 2024 
covering forest and wildlife regime. Comprising 191 ar�cles grouped into 
seven (07) chapters, it covers all the rules that govern the conserva�on, 
protec�on, exploita�on, restora�on of forest landscapes and degraded 
lands, the development and renewal of forest and wildlife resources in 
forest areas. It nevertheless includes customary rights, the usage rights 
of riparian communi�es as well as a forest control based on the na�onal 
strategy for forest and wildlife controls, which defines the organiza�on 
of the control of verifica�on of forest exploita�ons, the procedures, the 
sanc�ons and its implemen�ng measures. The new law repeals and 
replaces Law No. 94/01 of January 20, 1994.

This note aims to simplify the understanding of the new forest law for 
indigenous peoples and local communi�es as well as civil society organi-
za�ons suppor�ng these communi�es. To do this, we will highlight their 
main rights, which we have grouped into four different categories.



RIGHTS TO MANAGEMENT 
OF FOREST AREAS

In Cameroon, the new forestry law of 2024 offers local popula�ons new 
development possibili�es, in par�cular through the implementa�on of 
methods ofmanagemen�orestryit is about:

Community protected areas are classified spaces that are part of the 
private domain of the State in favor of communi�es for their cultural 
and/or socio-economic needs (ar�cle 33). In this space, communi�es are 
required to respect the ini�al voca�on of the protected area assigned to 
them by the State. As poten�al protected areas, we have for example 
sacred forests, areas of heritage conserved by indigenous peoples and 
local communi�es (ICCA).

Community protected areas
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1.1

The community forest is a por�on of the na�onal forest on which the 
State grants usage rights to a village community that requests them 
(Ar�cle 37). This forest is managed by the relevant riparian community, 
with technical assistance from the forestry administra�on. This forest is 
allocated for use by the State to a riparian community that expresses an 
interest in it. Its alloca�on is first accompanied by a provisional 
agreement for a maximum period of two years (Ar�cle 38 paragraph 1), a 
simple management plan for a period of (5 years), then a defini�ve 
agreement for a period of twenty-five years (25 years) renewable (Ar�cle 
38 paragraph 2).

Community forests1.2



The riparian community itself decides on the ac�vi�es it will carry out in 
the community forest. These ac�vi�es must be described in the manage-
ment plan. Therefore, the ac�vi�es that can be carried out in the 
community forest are agriculture, hun�ng, gathering, collec�on of dead 
wood, felling of trees for construc�on, logging as well as religious 
ac�vi�es.



 This is an area of the na�onal domain which is the subject of an 
agreement between a community which shows interest in it and the 
administra�on in charge of wildlife. In this area, the communi�es 
exclusively prac�ce hun�ng for their subsistence needs and can also 
market the products resul�ng from it (ar�cle 45). The maximum dura�on 
of the provisional agreement is two years (art 46 paragraph 1).

Community hunting territories1.3



Community-managed hun�ng interest zones are areas located on a 
permanent forest and/or a non-permanent forest, granted to one or 
more riparian communi�es that express an interest in them (Ar�cle 49), 
and subject to a management agreement between these communi�es 
and the administra�on responsible for wildlife. In the event of a viola�on 
of the clauses of said agreement, the administra�on may automa�cally 
carry out the necessary work at the expense of the community 
concerned or terminate the agreement without prejudice to the 
recognized usage rights (Ar�cle 51). This area is intended for communi-
�es to prac�ce hun�ng.

Community-managed hunting 
interest zone

1.4



RIGHTS OVER FOREST AND 
WILDLIFE RESOURCES

The law recognizes several rights of riparian communi�es over forest and 
wildlife products. Among these, we can cite:

The right of use is a right recognized to riparian communi�es to 
sustainably harvest forest and wildlife products, with the excep�on of 
protected species, for personal use, the products resul�ng from them 
can s�ll be marketed on nearby markets (ar�cle 3). Riparian communi�es 
most o�en exercise this fundamental right through the hun�ng, 
gathering and all other forestry and wildlife ac�vi�es but in a controlled 
manner, especially in permanent forests (ar�cle 6, ar�cle 44) on the 
na�onal forest domain (ar�cle 21).

Right of use
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2.1



Riverside communi�es also benefit from the right to compensa�on or 
indemnifica�on (ar�cle 6 paragraph 3) especially when they are deprived 
of their usage rights or when their rights are restricted following 
expropria�ons for public u�lity reasons (ar�cle 25), this is the case when 
their rights are restricted in the forest management unit (UFA), protected 
area, communal forest, regional forest, etc. Communi�es also benefit 
from this right when they have suffered harm due to human-wildlife 
conflicts (ar�cle 117).

Right to compensation or indemnity2.2



The right of pre-emp�on is understood as a preroga�ve recognized to 
communi�es to acquire, in preference to any other natural or legal 
person, the ownership of a good or a forest or wildlife product when it is 
sold. The riparian communi�es benefit from this right over all compe�-
tors when aliena�ng the products on which the communi�es exercise 
their usage rights (ar�cle 7). For example, if the state wants to sell one or 
more forest or wildlife products such as the sale of wood, it must first ask 
the communi�es whether they want to buy it or not before offering it to 
another person. The la�er enjoy this right in the following areas: commu-
nity forests (ar�cle 37), Community hun�ng territories (Ar�cle 45 
paragraph 2), and areas of hun�ng interest with community manage-
ment (Ar�cle 49 paragraph 2). In concrete terms, to sell any products 
resul�ng from these �tles, it would be necessary to first of all ask the 
communi�es if they wish to acquire them.

Right of pre-emption2.3



This right is a preroga�ve recognized to the riverside communi�es to 
prac�ce hun�ng within the framework of their tradi�ons or customs and 
cultural or religious beliefs for the celebra�on of rites (ar�cle 120 
paragraph 3) such as Libandi among the Baka, the Djengui, the Bouma, 
the Likano etc. It should be noted that ritual hun�ng is done periodically.

Right to ritual hunting2.4



BENEFIT SHARING RIGHTS

These include: 

The annual wildlife fee is the tax paid by wildlife users, such as hunters, 
hun�ng tourism companies, etc. The amount of this fee varies depending 
on the category of wildlife use and the geographical area (protected 
areas, forests, etc.). Ar�cle 151 of the law provides that the proceeds of 
all taxes, fees and charges related to wildlife and protected area exploita-
�on ac�vi�es are distributed among all stakeholders concerned, 
including local communi�es. It should be noted that the communi�es' 
share is paid to the municipality where the wildlife exploita�on �tles are 
located to finance local community development projects (Ar�cle 151, 
paragraph 3).

Rights to wildlife royalties
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3.1



Communi�es have the right to receive a share of funds from li�ga�on 
over forest and wildlife products. These are the proceeds from public 
auc�ons of forest products (illegal logging, animal species taken from 
poachers, etc.), fines, transac�ons and damages (Ar�cle 148, paragraph 
1). However, in order to claim the benefits of the shares of the various 
royal�es and taxes provided for by this law, the riparian communi�es 
must cons�tute themselves as a legal en�ty.

Rights arising from litigation3.2



In this specific case, the State must take all necessary measures to ensure 
that the financial resources generated by ac�vi�es rela�ng to forestry 
and wildlife exploita�on cover the needs inherent in the renewal of 
heritage and contribute to the financing of popula�on development 
projects (ar�cle 141). 

It should be noted that compared to the 1994 law, the new law is a step 
backwards by excluding riparian communi�es from the sharing of 
benefits due to taxes and royal�es rela�ng to forests such as the Annual 
Forestry Royalty. This is no longer part of the benefits recognized to 
communi�es. Only other stakeholders benefit from its distribu�on. 
Furthermore, royal�es from gene�c resources, which are payments 
made by users of gene�c resources, such as companies or research 
ins�tu�ons, do not benefit riparian communi�es who are the holders of 
tradi�onal knowledge of these resources.

It should also be noted that, for all these profits from forestry and wildlife 
exploita�on, the law does not define any modali�es or distribu�on grid 
for these.

Right to financing of development projects3.3



PROCEDURAL RIGHTS

These are rights whose enjoyment contributes to transparency in forest 
governance. Among these rights, the new law provides for the right of 
access to jus�ce, the right to consulta�on and the right to par�cipa�on.

This right is recognized to riparian communi�es that suffer all the damage 
caused by economic, fiscal, ecological, environmental, social and cultural 
services. As a result, Ar�cle 180 paragraph 2 establishes the terms of 
access to jus�ce even if this is not expressly expressed. These communi-
�es have the right to seek jus�ce to collect damages for the damage 
caused to them. However, to do so, they must cons�tute themselves as a 
civil party, that is to say that when damage occurs, it is the State as public 
prosecutor who files a complaint and the community with an interest to 
defend can join the procedure to explain the damage it has suffered even 
if the law does not expressly specify it.

Right of access to justice
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4.1



This is a right that allows riparian communi�es to be consulted by the 
State or any other natural or legal person in the event of a need to carry 
out a project in the community concerned. The law specifies in Ar�cle 6 
paragraph 2 that: "the State may, for reasons of public u�lity and a�er 
consulta�on with the popula�ons concerned through their representa-
�ve ins�tu�ons, suspend or restrict the exercise of usage rights...when 
the need arises". That is to say that for any project that affects a commu-
nity, the State must consult the riparian communi�es to give their 
opinion on the project. Those responsible for the project (State, conces-
sionaire or an individual), whether it be projects to create protected 
areas, Forest Management Units or the gran�ng of forest land for 
investment projects, must therefore consult the communi�es.

Right to consultation4.2



With regard to par�cipa�on, the law enshrines in its provisions the 
par�cipa�on of communi�es in the management of forest and wildlife 
resources. In this sense, the State guarantees the par�cipa�on of all 
stakeholders in the management of forest and wildlife resources (Ar�cle 
4 paragraph 1). Riverside communi�es collaborate with other stakehol-
ders in the protec�on of forest and wildlife heritage(Ar�cle 14). Similarly, 
Ar�cle 92 (3) emphasizes that: “Forest landscape restora�on is a par�ci-
patory process, based on adap�ve management that responds to social, 
economic and environmental changes.”

Right to participation4.3




